
Remember When Þ  

 

As the cold season begins in this most challenging of years, Iém sure Iém not alone in remembering when Þ  

Remember when you could just walk, drive or fly to go see your parents and give them a hug? Remember when 

live music and weddings spread love and hope without fear of also spreading a deadly virus? Iém guessing in 

2020, everyone has some remember whenés. 

 In this, our 25th year as an organization, Iém asking if you remember when the Big Hole went dry? Re-

member when every rancher and outfitter made decisions about their livelihoods based on their own assess-

ment of costs/benefits? Remember when there was a real threat of lawsuits, and the listing of an endangered 

species in the river? Remember when conversations over water got heated and a real ætragedy of the commonsç 

was set to take place in the Big Hole? 

 We helped change all that! Over 25 years, BHWC and partners directly invested over $8.8 million into 

projects, studies, and management actions that have brought real and measurable improvements to our re-

sources. And thatés just the work weéve been 

involved in! While overall precipitation has 

dropped in 20 years as predicted by science, 

stream flows in August and September are 

steady or even increasing (pg. 6); Arctic gray-

ling numbers are up (pg. 11); dozens of miles 

of streambanks are in better shape; and doz-

ens of acres of wetlands have been created to 

hold water naturally. No wonder so many peo-

ple this summer were looking at our stream 

gages to plan their fishing trips (pg. 7)!  

 So, this holiday season, take a moment 

to remember when water issues were much worse. Remember all the people who came together and slogged 

through hard conversations and bureaucracies of all levels to make improvements. And remember to become a 

part of this success by donating today! 

 The conservation outcomes we can be proud of required people to come together and share in success 

and sacrifice. Thatés the spirit behind BHWC and the same spirit we will all need for putting this virus behind us 

and building a sustainable future, in our watershed and in our country.    

    

           å  Pedro Marques, BHWC Executive Director 

      Big Hole Watershed Committee 

P.O. Box 21, Divide, MT 59727      406-960-4855     bhwc.org      info@bhwc.org 

Big Hole Watershed Committee  

Seeking Understanding & Consensus 

Creating Long-term Solutions 

for the Big Hole River Watershed 

Since 1995 



Our Governing 

Board:  
 

Our Staff:  
 

 Big Hole Watershed Committee  

 Getting to Know our Members  

Our æMember Spotlightç features key board members, partners, and supporters of the 

BHWC and highlights their commitment to conservation and the Big Hole watershed. This 

edition features Mark Kambich, long-time member of BHWC and rancher in Divide.  

 

1. How long have you been a member of, or par-

ticipating with, the BHWC? çIéve been involved 

with it for about 24.5 years. I came on either 6 

or 9 months after they initially got it going. Billy 

Garrison helped to get BHWC going and then 

decided he had too many irons in the fire and 

asked me to take his place.ç  

 

2. Why did you join BHWC and what is your role 

with the committee? æThe reason I joined was, at 

the time, it was getting pretty critical on what 

was happening in the river. With fish kills, nobody getting along, my biggest fear was 

something was going to happen, legislatively, that nobody would like. So that was really 

the reason I got involved. And then, I guess to 

up that a little bit, if you donét get involved, you 

really donét have a say in a lot of things.ç 

3. What work of BHWC do you find the most important and/or of greatest interest to you? 

æI think the number one and top priority ä and granted this has more to do with the upper 

Big Hole ä is being able to keep the darn grayling off the ESA. Theyéve tried to list it 3 

times now and thereés been a lot of work to prevent the listing, but theyére going to keep 

trying. Iéd have to say thatés the number one priority, but also getting to know the differ-

ent people in our community better. I never used to talk to others in the group (like 

sportsmen) ä I knew them, but we never 

TALKED ä and being able to get their view-

points helps a lot to understand stuff too.ç  

 

4. What do you like most about the Big Hole 

watershed? æI would have to say the openness 

that we still have. Youéve got your ranching 

communities all the ways from one end clean to 

the other. Ités a basin that hasnét been ruined 

yet.ç 
 

Photos by Hanna Kambich, Markés daughter.  


