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POSITION DESCRIPTION
Positions:		Watershed Field Technicians
Reports to:		Restoration Specialist
Classification:	Exempt- Seasonal, Full-time
Open Date:		February 12th, 2025
Close Date:		March 12th, 2025, or until filled
Rate:			$18 hourly
Background
The Big Hole Watershed Committee (BHWC), established in 1995, is a stakeholder-based group that coordinates management and restoration of the Big Hole River, its tributaries, and adjacent lands. BHWC’s mission is to seek understanding of the river and agreement among individuals and groups with diverse viewpoints on water use and management in the Big Hole Watershed. BHWC includes all interests that may be affected by water use and management in the Big Hole Watershed, and is willing to seek practical solutions that benefit all interests. Private landowners, sportsmen, federal and state land managers, local government officials, outfitters and guides, and conservation groups compose the membership. Success is achieved by building trust, partnerships, and working together.

Position Overview
BHWC is seeking up to four paid Watershed Field Technicians for the summer of 2026 to support watershed-scale wet meadow assessment and restoration planning efforts across the Big Hole Watershed. These technicians will play a critical role in implementing BHWC’s High Elevation Wet Meadow Restoration and Water Storage Plan by conducting field-based rapid assessments, collecting ecological and hydrologic data, and assisting with restoration suitability evaluations. Training and direction will be provided by BHWC. These positions require working independently in teams of two working in the landscape in a wide range of conditions. Employees must have strong navigational, backcountry and teamwork skills.  
This position is ideal for students or early-career professionals interested in watershed science, wetland ecology, restoration, hydrology, or natural resource management, and who are excited to gain hands-on experience working in remote, high-elevation field settings.

Project Background
BHWC is implementing a science-based, data-driven framework to assess and prioritize restoration of approximately 34,000 acres of high-elevation wet meadows identified through satellite imagery. Technicians will assist BHWC staff and watershed technicians during the first years of a multi-year field data collection effort using BHWC’s Rapid Assessment Protocol. Data collected by technicians will directly inform restoration design, prioritization, and long-term watershed resilience planning.

Work Location
Work will take place throughout the Big Hole River Watershed, with most data collection occurring in remote locations. The Watershed Field Team typically works Monday through Thursday in 10-hour days, and remote car camping is required on most workdays; backpacking may be needed for approximately one-quarter of the work weeks to efficiently reach sites. Technicians must be able to travel widely across the watershed and provide their own reliable transportation. Field sites will focus on collecting baseline data on wet meadow complex condition and water storage capacity, primarily on public lands but occasionally on private lands. As time allows, additional duties may include processing flow data, supporting ecological restoration efforts, and organizing data for watershed planning. Because of the remote nature of the work, applicants who live in the Big Hole area or nearby communities such as Butte, Dillon, or Anaconda will be preferred.

Primary Responsibilities
Technicians will work as part of small field crews and assist with:
· Conducting wet meadow and stream reach assessments using BHWC’s Rapid Assessment Protocol
· Identifying degradation mechanisms such as incision, headcuts, grazing impacts, road influences, and historic land use
· Completing standardized field forms and written site summaries
· Collecting GPS data (points, lines, photos reach boundaries)
· Recording evidence of beaver activity and evaluating restoration suitability
· Supporting preliminary restoration recommendations (e.g., Zeedyk structures, BDAs/PALS, conifer removal, monitoring-only sites)
· Safely travel, including driving and hiking to and working in remote, rugged terrain.

Field Schedule and Living Conditions/Housing
· Technicians will most often camp in the field between assessment sites.
· Weekend housing will be provided when crews return from field rotations.
· Workdays may be long and physically demanding, depending on access, terrain, and weather.
· Fieldwork will take place 6,000 -8,000 mountain meadows between, often several miles from vehicle access.

Transportation
· BHWC can provide rental vehicles for technicians for work-related travel, or
· Technicians may use a personal vehicle if appropriate for field conditions, with mileage reimbursed at the current state mileage rate.
· Vehicle use will be coordinated with BHWC staff to ensure safety and suitability for remote field access.

Desired Qualifications
· Coursework or experience in ecology, hydrology, environmental science, natural resource management, rangeland management, forestry, or a related field
· Strong interest in wetland restoration, watershed processes, and applied field science
· Ability to work effectively as part of a team in remote settings
· Comfort with camping, hiking, and working outdoors in variable weather conditions
· Ability to carry field gear over uneven terrain
· Strong attention to detail and willingness to follow standardized data collection protocols
· Basic familiarity with GPS units, field mapping, or data collection apps is a plus
· First Aid/CPR or Wilderness First Aid certification is a plus (or willingness to obtain)

Preferred Skills (Not Required)
· Experience with vegetation identification (especially sedges, rushes, and meadow species)
· Experience with stream or wetland assessment methods
· Familiarity with restoration techniques such as BDAs, Zeedyk structures, or riparian restoration
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· Interest in long-term watershed planning and climate resilience
1 of 3

3 of 3

What Technicians Will Gain
· Hands-on experience with real-world wet meadow restoration planning
· Training in rapid assessment protocols and applied watershed science
· Exposure to restoration prioritization frameworks and adaptive management
· Experience working with landowners, agency partners, and conservation professionals
· Meaningful contribution to long-term conservation and climate resilience efforts in the Big Hole Watershed

Position Details
· Term: Saturday Monday May 18th through August the 20th in the summer of 2026
· Positions Available: Up to 4 Technicians
· Compensation: $18 an hour
· Housing: Camping during weekdays; housing provided on weekends

How to Apply
The deadline for applications is March 12th, 2025 or until the position is filled.
Please send a cover letter describing your interest in the position, resume, and a minimum of 2 professional reference contacts by email to: nsalix@bhwc.org. If you prefer, you may submit your application in hard copy to:

Big Hole Watershed Committee, PO Box 21, Divide, Montana 59727
For more information, please contact Nolan Salix, Restoration Specialist, by e-mail at nsalix@bhwc.org or phone at 406-925-3643.
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