

















e Roamers: patrol larger area

= LGDs don’t go out to attack and kill predators; they bond with livestock and use
escalating aggression to scare predators away.

= Livestock Guard Animals (llamas, donkeys) can also be effective, but not as effective as
LGDs and range riders.

o Carcass Management Programs:

= People and Carnivores worked with BHWC on developing our compost site. They
provided fencing.

= Bears will key in on and remember locations of boneyards and they are the first place
they’ll visit after hibernation.

= Feeding on boneyards doesn’t necessarily lead to depredation, but it draws predators in
and makes them more comfortable on livestock producers’ properties. It also gives them
a large protein pulse, which boosts predator populations across the landscape. The more
people who participate in the carcass removal program, the more effective it will be.

0 Garbage — residential: People and Carnivores provides bear-resistant garbage cans to
conservation groups and landowners. People and Carnivores has distributed ~60 bear-resistant
garbage cans to residents in the Big Hole watershed through BHWC in the last 2 years.

0 Garbage — refuse sites: Also can draw in predators, especially grizzly bears. People and
Carnivores is working with transfer stations to find solutions

0 Backcountry Food Storage: People and Carnivores provides bear-resistant coolers, panniers, etc.
to USFS offices to rent out free-of-charge. Also storage containers and bear poles in the
backcountry.

0 Bear Safety Trainings: What to do in bear encounters, how to effectively use bear spray.

Public Workshops

0 Manuals and Guides

= Videos on People and Carnivores website

e Discussion:

0 Would the Critter Gitter help our range rider prevent bears from disturbing carcasses until
Wildlife Services could come in?

= Yes, especially temporarily it could be effective.
0 How much do they cost?
= ~$30each
o0 Grizzly Bear critical habitat can shut down land to grazing and other land uses. How
important in that habitat?

= |t'simportant for them to have a variety of food sources and areas to move through.
It's hard to answer that question in terms of how roads, etc. can effect bears. Bears are
thriving in open prairie grasslands, making it difficult to answer what is bear habitat. |
think we’ll see them moving out and down into valley bottoms more and expanding
their territories. Populations are growing tougher, which is good because part of the
reason they are listed is because those two populations are separated. But the
expansion will cause issues.

o0 People and Carnivores has been very helpful in a lot of different ways. The large carnivores
get all the press — are you doing any work with large corvids and eagles? I've had problems
with ravens and bald eagles — they've been particularly bad this winter.

= I'minterested in preventing losses no matter what's causing them. We are working
with producers on reducing those conflicts and coming up with ways to work with
eagles. This will require creative solutions. LGDs can sometimes be effective at
preventing predation by birds.

0 Are there automated pepper spray devices?

= They've been tried and were temporarily effective, but they are not widely used.

e Ifanyone is interested in talking to Kim about fladry, electric fences, etc., please get in touch with her.
She can help with design, building fencing, finding funding, etc. She will also loan out scare devices if
people want to test them out. Kim can be reached by email at kjohnston@peopleandcarnivores.org or
by phone at (406) 599-9424.

@]

Big Hole Watershed Committee, 2019 Page 7









BIG HOLE

WATERSHED COMMITTEE

Livestock Carcass Removal
Offered Free
March - May 2019

CALL TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS

For carcass removal, contact John Costa,
Wildlife Programs Technician: (209) 628-2225

For more information, contact Tana Nulph,
Associate Director: (406) 267-34217 or tnulph@bhwc.org

Carcasses will be hauled to BHWC’s Carcass Compost Facility near
Wisdom. If you’d prefer to drop off carcasses, make arrangements
with John ahead of time. The purpose of our carcass removal &
composting programs is to reduce the risk of livestock depredation by
removing predator attractant from the landscape during times of
higher mortality, like calving.

All information regarding livestock mortality is kept confidential.
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